
Bespoke Printed Tape

Tape Printing & Conversion Division

Forty years of printing adhesive tapes has given us an enviable reputation for high quality product delivered 
with excellent customer service and short lead times. We can customise a variety of tapes e.g. standard 
packaging tape (vinyl or polypropylene), self-adhesive paper or masking tape with your logo or special design.   
On-going investment in new machinery has ensured that we remain competitive for large volume printed 
orders but can also cater for smaller quantities if required.  In addition we have up-to-date, slitting machinery 
capable of producing a variety of adhesive tapes in widths as narrow as 9mm.

Branding & Advertising

When tape is printed with a logo it enforces your brand 
and advertises your company. Striking effects can be 
achieved with tape printed in up to three colours on  
white or transparent tape. This tape will enhance  
product presentation and add value.

Product Identification & Labelling

Printed tape is popular for differentiating goods, making  
it easy for a product line to be identified at a glance. 
Simple text, designs and colours are used to increase 
efficiencies in picking, packing and distribution.

A box or package sealed with bespoke printed tape  
is less likely to be opened before it reaches its  
destination, thereby improving security of goods and 
reducing pilferage.

Warnings & Information 

Printed tape can be used to give clear instructions such  
as ‘Handle with Care,’ when shipping delicate or heavy 
goods or may be printed with a bar code for product 
scanning. Warning and Information tape saves time when 
packing and is more cost effective than using labels.
Printed tape can also be used for highlighting promotional
offers, avoiding the need for specially printed boxes.
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Customising Your Tape

The Printing Process

The printing process is flexographic, the tape is printed as it moves in 
direct contact with a flexible plate. Flexographic is a versatile printing 
process with low origination costs and gives good results on this difficult 
printing surface.

Positive print is most commonly used, whereby the design is raised on the 
stereo and forms an impression on the tape. This is the technique used to 
print tapes such as ’Fragile’ where the red text is printed onto white tape. 
Alternatively a reverse block can be used; the text remains unprinted and 
the outline is flooded in a contrasting colour.

Up to three colours can be printed on polypropylene and vinyl tape, in 
solid colours or tints (tones). A wide selection of ink colours are kept in 
stock or alternatively you can request a bespoke colour to order. We are 
happy to arrange a visit to our production facility in the Midlands to see 
our printing capabilities and to assist you with your design ideas.

Customising your tape - 5 easy steps

Our Printed tape specialists are happy to talk you through your printed tape requirements, making it easy for 
you to choose your tape and design. When selecting your printed tape follow the 5 steps below;

These are the most popular sizes. We are happy to manufacture other sizes on request.

1. Choose the tape you would like;

2. Choose a roll size;

Tape Adhesive Features

Vinyl Tape (PVC) Solvent Premium quality
Matt finish
Low noise 
Can be torn by hand

Polypropylene Tape Solvent
Hot melt

Gloss finish 
Quick release

Paper Tape Hot melt Self-adhesive
Natural paper finish
Recyclable

Tape Application

12mm x 66metres
24mm x 66metres

Bag sealing, stationery and general office use

36mm x 66metres
48mm x 66metres
72mm x 66metres

Packing applications

48mm x 132metres Packing applications - longer length roll

48mm x 990metres Machine applied rolls
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Tape Adhesive Tape Colour

Vinyl Tape (PVC) Solvent

Vinyl Low Tack Solvent

Polypropylene Tape Solvent
Hot melt
Low Noise Acrylic

Paper Tape Hot melt

Masking Tape Hot melt

Polythene Barrier Tape None

3. Choose a Design;

Kilby Packaging can help you with your design ideas, including layout and recommended fonts. We can prepare 
your artwork, selecting the best repeat size to suit your design.

If you have a design prepared, the preferred formats are Adobe Illustrator, editable PDF or EPS but we can work 
with other file types if required. Fonts should be turned to outlines or have the font supplied and any placed 
images should be a minimum of 300dpi and supplied separately or embedded in the file. Tints are produced at 
50 lines per inch and have a tone range of 8% to 70%. The image can appear once or multiple times within the 
repeated space. The repeat size available for the image including spaces are 251mm, 295mm or 383mm.

4. Choose Tape Colour;

White or transparent tape is most commonly used to print upon. White gives good impact but transparent tape 
is effective in making your logo stand out on brown and white boxes. We also print on red, yellow and green 
vinyl tape. Alternatively white tape can be flood printed in a colour of your choice.

Example of tones
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Repeat Space

Positive print on white tape

Block flood print on white tape 
with reversed out text

Block flood print on white tape 
with positive print

Dots will be visible when printing tints due to the nature of the flexographic process.

(this is a more complex process to ensure that the correct register is achieved with the second colour)

1 colour

1 colour

2 colour

Customising Your Tape
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